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Kristie Akin/Special to the Star Simi Valley Adult School of Cosmetology student Kassidy Valdez, of Camarillo, styles 

Marie Donnel, also from Camarillo, during Saturday’s Glam-A-Thon at the Pleasant Valley Senior Center. 
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Kristie Akin/Special to the Star Richard Barraza, of Camarillo, attends his second Glam-A-Thon at the Pleasant Valley 

Senior Center on Saturday. Students from the Simi Valley Adult School of Cosmetology offered complimentary hair 

cuts, styles, manicures and makeup applications for seniors. 

With a simple haircut costing up to $50, June Klutch was grateful to get a 

haircut Saturday at a “Glam-A-Thon,” which offered free cosmetology services 

for seniors, the disabled and the disadvantaged. 

“It’s so kind of people to do this,” said the Newbury Park 71-year-old. “A lot of 

seniors feel that it’s expensive nowadays — $35 to $50 for just a haircut. So 

they don’t go for them anymore or they try to cut their hair themselves.” 

Klutch was among a crowd that gathered Saturday at the Pleasant Valley 

Senior Center in Camarillo for free services from Ridone Inc., a nonprofit that 

provided haircuts, manicures and makeup with the help of volunteer students 

from the Simi Valley Adult School of Cosmetology. 

“All these young people giving back to the old folks and people in need — I 

think it’s just great,” Klutch said. 

http://www.vcstar.com/photos/2013/may/11/280717/
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Volunteer Kayleigh Fiedler, who cut and styled Klutch’s hair, said she loves 

giving back. 
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Kristie Akin/Special to the Star Madeline Hess, of Camarillo, delights in her new haircut by Simi Valley Adult School of 

Cosmetology student Kayleigh Fiedler during Saturday’s Glam-A-Thon at the Pleasant Valley Senior Center. 

“As silly as it may seem, hair is an emotional thing for people,” said the Simi 

Valley 21-year-old. “When you feel put together, it makes you feel better, 

especially for people who are getting older and feeling like they are letting 

themselves go.” 

Sponsors that helped make Saturday’s event possible included the Pleasant 

Valley Recreation & Park District, the Camarillo Council on Aging, the Conejo 

Valley Kiwanis Club and Value & Purpose. 

Beauty services can be viewed as a luxury, but they also have the power to 

transform how someone feels, said Candice Dalan, program specialist at the 

Pleasant Valley Senior Center. 

“We’ve had so many seniors tell us they haven’t been able to afford a haircut 

in a long time, so this event serves a need that doesn’t get addressed very 

often,” she said. 

Most of us take for granted simple personal grooming needs, said Don 

Knypstra, of Chatsworth, founder of Ridone Inc. 
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Kristie Akin/Special to the Star Participants fill the Pleasant Valley Senior Center in Camarillo for the Glam-A-Thon on 

Saturday. 

“Think about the choice you might make if you had to make the decision 

between food or grooming for yourself or your children,” he said. 
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On Mother’s Day, most of us think about flowers and gifts, family gatherings 

and brunches, with loved ones all around, Knypstra added. 

“But for some moms, Mother’s Day will be spent alone. ... Life doesn’t always 

lend itself to family togetherness,” he said. “Our goal is to offer a day of 

pampering to those mothers that may not see their children or have financial 

problems that prevent them from enjoying a day just for them.” 

The last time Phyllis Parmenter had her nails done for free was in 2012 when 

Ridone paid a visit to the senior center in Camarillo. 
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Kristie Akin/Special to the Star Ridone Inc. founder and Simi Valley Adult School of Cosmetology instructor Don 

Knypstra teaches student Cecilia Lemus, of Moorpark, how to trim a mustache using a comb and scissors during the 

Glam-A-Thon at the Pleasant Valley Senior Center in Camarillo on Saturday. 

“Normally, it costs $15 for a manicure,” said Parmenter, 62, of Camarillo, as 

she waited in line to have her nails done. “It’s celebrating Mother’s Day, so it 

gets the ladies out of the house and it makes you feel special — especially if 

nobody else is treating you special.” 

Something as simple as a makeover can have a profound effect on how 

women, in particular, feel about themselves, said Rhonda Clure, of Newbury 

Park, past president of the Conejo Valley Kiwanis Club. 

“Every woman should feel beautiful inside, and we are just helping a little with 

the outside,” she said. “This is a way to honor our beautiful moms and provide 

some joy to those who might consider this type of service a luxury these 

days.” 
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