
In This Issue

Our goal is to keep you informed quarterly about the 

progress we are making, and lives we are changing, 

as a not-for-profit cosmetology service provider to 

people with disabilities and disadvantages.

This quarter we are excited to share about more than 

our latest events. In January we provided our first 

Centenarian (100 year old gentleman) hair cut.

· Samaritan Center - Saturday, January 7, 2012

· Centenarian - January 2012, Chester Taylor

· Mira Vista Village - Monday, March 26, 2012

· Pleasant Valley Senior Center in Camarillo
  Saturday, May 12, 2012 

· Simi Valley Volunteer Recognition Ceremony
  Wednesday, June 6, 2012 

Summer 2012

Greetings friends,
   
Since our last newsletter in 

December 2011, so much has 

happened to advance our Mission 

— to provide cosmetology education 

through services to individuals with 

disabilities and other under served 

populations, to help strengthen 

their presence and productivity in society.

I am also excited to share about our prototype sink we 

have designed and built for wet shampooing and 

thorough rinsing of perm chemicals. We are pleased 

with our initial test results on a woman who uses a 

power-chair to get around. She has been unable to 

get a wet shampoo and perm for many years, until 

she allowed us to test out our new portable sink.

This is another step closer to providing cosmetology 

services to the invisible folks who are unable to go to 

a salon to get services that you and I take for granted.

Simi Valley Samaritan Center — One Year Later, Lives Changed
On Saturday, January 7, 2012, Ridone, Inc., Simi 

Valley Cosmetology students and local stylists volun-

teered at the 1st Annual “Families-In-Need” cut-a-

thon, hosted at the Simi Valley Samaritan Center.

It was so exciting to hear how some lives had been 

changed since last year. Particularly one woman who 

said the services we provided her last year was the 

spark that re-ignited her confidence. She had been 

homeless and living in a tent in the hills over Simi 

Valley. Since then she has been hired full-time as an 

office manager, saved to get her own apartment, with 

some help for the down payment from the Samaritan 

Center, and dropped by to tell Don and the volun-

teers thank you for what they did for her last year. 

Her story was emotional, and provided us with 

another affirmation for why we do what we do.

Another story that day was a fourteen-year-old girl

who has beautifully long, thick, curly, red hair. When 

the student volunteer was asking her how she wanted 

to him to cut and style it for her, she said she wanted 

it short because she wants to donate her hair to 

cancer victims. 

Her mother was

there that day and

was so proud. Dad

lost his job months

before this, and yet

this young lady

was thinking of

others. Wow!

It was a day we will remember quite well. Lives being
changed, and hearts being moved. All the volunteers 
that day were actually begging us to be sure we ask 
them to help with all of our future events.



Simi Valley Senior Center - Volunteer Recognition Ceremony

From L to R, 

Council Member 

Steve Sojka,  

Board Members, 

Don Mills and 

Nina Myles, 

Ridone, Inc. 

President, Don 

Knypstra, and 

Simi Valley Mayor, 

Bob Huber.

On Wednesday, June 6, 2012, the Simi Valley Senior 

Center hosted “Volunteer Round Up 2012”, recognizing 

the efforts of 170 volunteers. Ridone, Inc. President, 

Don Knypstra, Board Members, Nina Myles and Don 

Mills were recognized by Simi Valley 

Mayor, Bob Huber and Council 

Member Steve Sojka for their time

and efforts of providing free hair

cuts, manicures and make-up

services to over 160 senior citizens

on Wednesday, November 23, the

day before Thanksgiving. Another

City Council Member, Glen Becerra, was instrumental 

in helping Ridone, Inc. being approved earlier last year,

to provide such services. Senior Center Director, Laurie 

Dickinson was thrilled with the outcome, and we have

been invited back to do it again this holiday season.
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Our First Centenarian Hair Cut - He Cleans Up Well, Huh?
When you are first introduced to Chester Taylor, 
better known as “Chet”, you’ll listen with joy as 
he tells his stories about his life as a culinary 
chef in Beverly Hills. When you learn that he 
retired in 1977, then do the math in your head 
and you figure out how old this guy is. He looks,
talks, and moves like he’s much younger, espe-
cially since you can have a normal conversation 
and learn he also remembers what he had for 
lunch yesterday, and what meds to take.

Then when you ask, he laughs and says “yep, I 
woke up again today!” Chet turned 100 this 
past January 5th. He exercises daily and cleans 
his plate at each meal.......right on Chet!

C.H.C.D Sponsors Cosmetology Services for Mira Vista Village Tenants
 Hair cuts, manicures and makeup 

 services for the tenants of Mira

 Vista Village in Camarillo, were able

 to happen due to a generous donation 

from Camarillo Health Care District. 

Organized by Martha Shapiro, Resident Services 

Coordinator, Mira Vista Village, on Monday, March 26, 

2012, Ridone provided over 170 services to senior 

citizen tenants, some of which are home bound.

Volunteers included cosmetology students from both 

Simi Valley Adult School of Cosmetology, and their 

instructor, Cindy Iacobellis, along with students from the 

Simi Valley Marinello Schools of Beauty. The clients were



so grateful and many commented how wonderful the 

volunteers were and how special the felt.

Mira Vista Village is one of 20 HUD Properties 

owned and operated by LOMCO of Long Beach, CA.

One of the executives drove up from the LOMCO 

corporate offices to see what this was all about. She 

was so impressed with the compassionate services 

 being provided to 

 their tenants at Mira 

 Vista that she had

 requested a meeting 

 with Mr. Knypstra,

 which has since

 progressed to our

 coordinate our 

second event in Orange

County. So on Monday, 

September 24, 2012, 

Ridone, Inc. and our 

volunteers will be provid-

ing services to the tenants

of “Community Garden 

Towers” in Orange, CA.

Susan Park, Resident 

Service Coordinator at 

Community Garden 

Towers will be hosting 

the days event that will 

begin at 9am and end at

3pm. Hope to see you!

Working Together to Make Mother’s Day Special
With a very generous donation from the Camarillo Council on Aging, together 

with the everlasting passion of Recreation Director, Jane Raab, made it possible

for about 100 seniors to receive free hair cuts, manicures and make-up on 

Saturday, May 12, 2012, the day before Mother’s Day. 

Held at the Pleasant Valley Senior Center recreation room, Council on Aging 

President, Todd Terres, was on hand at the event, to answer any questions 

local seniors might have regarding the Council’s services, 

along with a couple of volunteers that day.

An a BIG THANK YOU to the cosmetology students

from Simi Valley Adult School who volunteered on

their day off of school and willing to make the drive

just so these seniors could have a special day.

From left picture clockwise, ladies receive manicures. 

Below, our volunteers with Recreation Supervisor, Jane 

Raab in the first row on the far left. And a woman who was 

able to receive her hair cut in her power scooter.

About 100 seniors were served.

An Awesome

Mother’s Day

for Seniors

in Camarillo
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Discover How Your Company or Organization Can Help Us
Provide Services to the Invisible People in Your Community

Our ultimate goal is to serve all people with disabilities and disadvantages in communities across America,

who, until now, have been (invisible), unable to receive professional cosmetology services on a regular 

basis, if at all. Something most of us take for granted.

Your !nancial and volunteer participation, through and with industry licensed cosmetologists, volunteer 

cosmetology instructors, and students, will help facilitate these free services to people in your community,

and eventually across America. Everyone’s time, e"orts, and relationships help us move this very needed 

cause forward.

Don Knypstra
Founder/President

As a licensed hair stylist, Don’s com-

passionate heart to serve those who

don’t have the resources to look and

feel their best is an industry changer.

It all started in the mid-1990s when,

after getting his cosmetology license,

he volunteered at a hospice connected

with Northridge Medical Center.

“Sometimes people in hospices can

become incoherent, but you give them

a wet shampoo and they wake up,” he said.

The organization is helping to train

and certify cosmetologists to serve the

disabled and, perhaps as early as this

year, establish salons designed speci! -

cally for those with disabilities.

Our structured “cut-a-thon” events are typically hosted at a

local venue that can accommodate 10-15 rented salon chairs,

3-6 manicure stations, and at least one vertical massage

chair, providing all of these services [free to the clients].

There are costs associated to administer and provide these services to 100-300 

people, including:

 • Event insurance for the day

 • Equipment rental (12-15 Salon Chairs)

 • Food/Drinks for volunteers

 • Marketing/promotions

 • and misc. needs.

These costs are usually funded through sponsorships from local businesses and 

organizations that you may have relationships with. The bene!ts to the sponsors 

vary, depending on their sponsorship level.

 Average total event cost: $1,500 providing up to 300 services.

      (Haircuts, Manicures, Make-up and Massages)

Levels of Sponsorship:

 GOLD – $1,500-$2,000

 SILVER – $500-$1,000

 SUPPORTIVE – Up to $500

Depending on the level of Sponsorship, bene!ts include; your corporate logo on
all marketing materials and website, the privilege to have a display table, banner 
and mention of sponsorship during announcements, to name a few.

Here are some of our past sponsors.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact us for more
information or to discuss your appreciated sponsorship level.

For more information contact:


